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Newsletter of the Cape Vintage Engine and Machinery Society.         Number 15.   August 2009. 

 

 
A question I was asked at the 
recent WWU and one which I have 
often thought about myself is 
óWhenôs Arthur going to have 
enough time to restore all of his 
machineryô If you have ever visited 
Arthurôs farm óTradewindsô and 

seen his collection you will 
understand why it is often asked. 
My feeling is óDoes it really matter?ô 
Where else will you see such a 
fantastic collection of vintage 
collectables? Who else would have 
the fortitude to have amassed such 
a varied collection at their own 
expense and perhaps a more 
pertinent question óWhere else 
would we hold our annual Winter 
Warm Up?  
We are all aware that most of 
Arthurôs collection was bought at 
auction with only the scrapman to 
outbid. Without his passion a lot of 
the machinery would have been cut 
up, melted down and turned into 
Nissans. 

At the Winter Warm Up, Andy very 
kindly lent me a DVD of the óMaluti 
Magicô weekend. A massive steam 
extravaganza held at Wilf Moleôs 
Sandstone Estates in the Free 
State of South Africa. The DVD 
showed the visiting luminaries 
heaping praise on the scale of the 
operation and the fact that it was all 
down to the driving power of one 
man that it had been achieved. I 
couldnôt help thinking, albeit on a 
smaller scale and very much 
smaller budget that we also have 
such a man amongst us, with a 
similar dream. Thanks again Arthur 
for allowing us to hold our Winter 
Warm Up show at Tradewinds. 
Phil. 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The fact that this newsletter is 

somewhat later than anticipated is 
not due to lack of input by our 
readers, but rather due to the 
unseasonal glorious weather that 
we have had most of the time over 
the last few weeks. Generally in the 
Swartland and Sandveld areas it is 
either cold and raining or extremely 
hot (days/weeks in the 40s in 
summer) and my motto is that 
when there is good weather one 
grabs it with both hands and does 
óoutside thingsô like tackling the 
weeds that seem to spring up 
under ones feet if you stand still for 

too long or really important things 
like spray painting tractors. 

Having found a scapegoat for 
the delay I would like to thank all 
those people who submitted 
articles, etc. and who have no 
doubt been waiting in breathless 
anticipation to see them in print.  

Last Saturday, in glorious 
weather the Piket Veteran Tractor 
Club held their first dedicated 
engine day. The gathering was 
held on Gerick Verkuielôs farm De 
Gleebe, just outside Piketberg and 
was most enjoyable. Andyôs 
detailed article covering the event  

appears later in the newsletter, so 
no more comments other than to 
thank Gerick for his hard work and 
hospitality and to thank Pieter 
Fourie who did the organising and 
likewise the committee and other 
club members who helped to make 
it a very successful event. 

Since the last newsletter there 
have been numerous events 
around the Cape. We have had our 
own Winter Warm-up at Arthurôs 
place; there was the Villiersdorp 
Expo and The Swartland Ploughing 
Day outside Malmesbury. G.  

   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

     Phil Gray-Taylor (editor) ptaylor@worldonline.co.za      Gordon Riley     gkriley@telkomsa.net 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jerry Evans has kindly archived all our previous issues of Cape Vintage Engine as well as Parafinalia 

which was produced by Andy Selfe between August 2000 and early 2005. In all Andy produced 28 

issues, but unfortunately editions 5, 6 and 8 are missing. Please  does anyone have a copy of these? 

Jerryôs link for the newsletter archive is: 
<http://www.oldengine.org/members/evans/paraffinalia/index.htm > 
 

Andyôs Compagnes Drift Mill Restoration articles. To keep up to date one can find his (generally 

weekly) articles on the Sandstone website: 

 http://www.sandstone-estates.com/interim/Compagnes_Drift_Mill_water_wheel/index.html 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From The Engine Shed. 

Contacts 

mailto:ptaylor@worldonline.co.za
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http://www.oldengine.org/members/evans/paraffinalia/index.htm
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  MINNEAPOLIS MOLINE óDELIGHTô.       Douw De Lange.    
 

One sunny west coast day 
while working on my 1946 UTS 
ñMinnie Moò a stranger walking 
past, turned and after introducing 
himself as Ben, pointed to the MM 
and said he knew the machine 
from sixty years ago. He 
explained that as a youngster he 
regularly went on holiday to a farm 
on the other side of Eendekuil with 
the farmerôs son, who was at 
school with him at Piketberg, where 
they often drove the MM on the 
farm roads. 

Desperate to source an oil filter 
cartridge and a clutch plate for my 
machine, I asked Ben if there was 
any possibility of obtaining these 
from the farmer even though sixty 
years had passed. Prior to meeting 
Ben I had tried to find spares from 
all the MM guys in South Africa to 
no avail. The only solution was to 
import them from the USA which 
would have been very costly. Ben 
said that the old farmer never got 
rid of anything so the possibility 
existed that the tractors and 
perhaps some spares might be 
available on the farm. 
Trying to trace the farm and the 
farmers name and phone number 
took some time but we eventually 
succeeded. On calling the number I 
was surprised and delighted to hear 
Benôs old school mate who had 
inherited the farm from his Dad who 
had sadly passed on. After 
exchanging pleasantries I popped 
the million dollar question ï are 
there any MM tractors still on the 
farm? 
 

         
          1946 óMinnie Moô UTS. 

 
He revealed that he had sold all of 
the tractors to a scrap dealer after 
his father had died ï my heart fell!         
     As a last resort I asked whether 
there was the slightest possibility of 
an oil filter cartridge lying around 
somewhere on the farm. He replied 
ñCome to the farm and letôs 
rummage around through all the 
items in the various storeroomsò His 
feeling was that there might be an 
oil filter. The next day Ben and I left 
Saldahna for the farm but although 
Ben said that he knew the way, we 
became totally lost. It turned out 
that changes in the road network 
had confused Ben, but luckily a 
chance request for directions to a 
Telkom technician working on the 
roadside gave us some hope as he 
directed us to a farm no more than 
a kilometre away where he recalled 
seeing a lot of scrap lying all around 
the farmhouse. On arriving we 
found it to be the correct farm and 
Ben was reunited with his childhood 
friend Jan, from sixty years ago. 
     We immediately started to 
search for parts in various 
outbuildings as well as a rotten 

caravan which had collapsed onto 
the boxes stored inside. After 
rummaging through the debris we 
found THREE new oil filter 
cartridges still in their original 
packaging. I was naturally 
delighted and in a soft voice, 
casually asked if there was 
perhaps any chance of finding a 
clutch plate. Looking at me sternly, 
Jan said, ñLetôs go to the old shack 

where there may still be a clutch 
plate packed awayò Forcing open 
the door of the shack we surprised 
hundreds of bats that started to fly 
panic stricken around us. 
Undeterred, Jan started to 
rummage around, and after some 
searching found TWO brand new 
clutch plates along with the correct 
starter motor and Zenith 
carburettor. I was naturally by now 
in my óseventh heavenô 
     Jan responded to my question 
as to payment by suggesting I give 
ten rand for the lot, The smallest I 
had on me was a hundred rand 
note which I gladly handed over 
saying ôkeep the changeô 
It just goes to show that miracles 
still happen and one needs to listen 
to passersby when they say they 
recognise your tractor. Had I 
brushed Benôs remark aside, and 
gone the import route, my ñdelightò 
would have cost a great deal more.  
     My delight was enhanced when 
after fitting the clutch plate the 
result is a tractor with one of the 
lightest actuating clutches I have 
experienced. 
Ben still visits ï God bless him!   
                         Douw De Lange.   

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Contents. 
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The Cape Engine and Machinery Society Winter Warm-up at Arthurôs Place.    Phil Gray-Taylor.  

 
    Another successful Winter Warm Up! The rain held off and we all had a great time. Thanks to everyone who 
attended, without you it wouldnôt be nearly so special. The great thing about the WWU is that there is so much to 
see and do. Harvey and Hilton have their annual tractor drive and thoroughly enjoy it, as did a few others who 
had their first go on a Grey Fergy. 
      Horst brought along a couple of problem, non-running, engines and the lads got stuck in and managed to get 
one of them going. Gavin and Andre ran the Ruston & Hornsby engine/compressor set on the back of Gavinôs 
pick up and stayed till the end helping to load other peoples engines and as expected Arthur was in his element, 
driving his 1921 Aveling & Porter steam tractor and Aveling DX diesel roller, starting the hot bulb National and big 
Lister R.  
     Stalwarts Darryl, Trevor and Steve can always be depended upon to get the braai fires going. Everyone gets 
stuck in, gets filmed by Andy and thoroughly enjoys themselves. What more needs be said? Did we break any 
records? Well, we had fourteen Listers there, many running at one time or other, ranging from seven Lister Dôs to 
a big Lister R, possibly its first start up in fifty years! To me that is a record!  
     To add to the marvellous day, a mate delivered another Seagull that I had bought unseen a few weeks ago. A 
forty plus, to match my other two forty plusses and bringing the total of Seagulls in the collection to ten!  Phil. 

                    
Andy seems pleased with his                    A few of my engines.                          Johnnyôs Coborn engine. 
 loaf for lunch.        

            
     Arthurs 1921 Aveling & Porter                   Steve on left discussing                         Braam and Andy. 
                steam tractor.               his FF engine.  

                
Gavins 'Wolseley' engined Ruston             Horst starting his big Deutz.          Another one of Arthurs sheds with my 
     starting compressor set.             rare Honda trials bike front centre.                                                                                                                                       

     
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

John and son Steve with Arthur.     Lister L and Ransomes steam portable.           1915 National hot bulb.  

              Thanks to Arthur and Phil for all their Hard work preparing the Venue, etc. G. 

7 
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 Gordon Riley. 

 

 

     Swartland Plough Day 25 July 2009.    
 
     Saturday was one of those rare Cape winter days ï not a cloud in the sky and almost windless. There was an 
impressive turnout of tractors and implements, old vehicles, old tools and the Heritage Group Military display. The 
site just outside Malmesbury is ideal for ploughing demonstrations with sandy, stoneless soil. There were tractors 

ploughing everywhere and there was even a team of horses pulling a 
plough. 
     I was fortunate enough to spend my time there with Peter Noble who 
has an encyclopaedic knowledge of tractors and implements. I also met up 
with Douw De Lange and his wife Helena, met Pieter Engelbrecht in the 
flesh for the first time  and spent some time chatting with Paul Smit who 
had a display of old tools.   
     The Heritage group had a most 
impressive military encampment 
and the Allies and the Axis forces 
seemed to have declared a truce ï 

maybe this should have happened many years ago! Among their display 
they had a very rare field kitchen producing bratwurst and knackwurst 
rolls (of which I happily partook).    

     There was also an impressive 
display of beautifully restored old 
cars and bakkies. Of particular 
interest was the Fergy/Vaaljapie 
óhalf trackô belonging to Freddie  
Truter. I will try to get more infoô  
on this for a later newsletter. 

Peter Noble Pointed out a mole 
plough (which with my earthmoving 
background I would have called a  

ripper), attached to a Case tractor   
and told of some interesting uses to  
which these implements were   
put during his farming days.

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to the organisers and  
 the the participants for a most 
interesting and enjoyable event. 

                                    

Grey Fergy/Vaaljapie. 

Massey Harris 55 with Table 
Mountain in the background. 

Starting a Mc Cormick W4. 

John Deere. 

Four Horse Power Plough. 

Beautifully Restored Ford Bakkie. 

The Heritage Groupôs Display. 

Case with Mole Plough. 

Freddie Truterôs óHalf Trackô. 

The Heritage Groupôs Display.  
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      The John Deere 70 Flywheel.        
                                                                            Peter Noble.
                    Part 1.  
 
 

   When my wife Margaret and I 
came to retire in South Africa I had 
not expected to be able to continue 
with my hobby of restoring vintage 
engines and tractors. My daughter 
and son-in-law, Janette and Pete, 
very kindly offered me some space 
in their garage and I began a 
search for an engine. 
     I had been introduced to Andy 
when we visited Sandstone Estates 
and I joined the engine club. 
Following a visit to Worcester I also 
became a member of the 
Villiersdorp club. Pete and I 
travelled to Oudtshoorn to a farm 
sale where there were three 
engines being offered, after being 
unable to obtain any useful 
information from the auctioneer, 
but they did not interest me. I did 
not come across any other engines 
and I then tried advertising in the 
Agricultural Press, but this did not 
deliver anything either. 
     Margaret and I have lunch at 
various wine farms fairly regularly 
and on one of these outings I saw 
a John Deere at a country dealerôs 
premises. JDôs have always 
attracted me as I drove one in the 
harvest field at the age of 10, but I 
did not have any contact with them 
during my working life. In the UK 
vintage JDôs are always sold for 
more than we were prepared to 
pay!  

When the tractor was still at the 
dealerôs several weeks later I went 
to make some enquiries. All the 
items for sale were in a wired area 
with a separate office building. 
There was only a handyman who 
was tidying flower borders there at 
the time and as I could only speak 
English and he could not, 
communication was difficult. With a 
lot of arm waving and the odd word 
like ótractorô I was able to get over 
to him what I wanted and he 
produced a slip of paper with the 
ownerôs name and telephone 
number on it. I also gathered that 
mornings were the best time to 
phone. I then managed to get him 
to understand that I would like to 
get a closer look  

at the tractor and I walked closer to 
the fence where it was standing, 
only to be very quickly discouraged 
from this by two very efficient guard 
dogs ï much to the amusement of 
the handyman!  

I telephoned the dealer the next 
day and made an appointment to 
óviewô. When I arrived the lady from 
the office had the dogs removed 
and I had a good opportunity to 
inspect the tractor until the dealer 
arrived. The rear tyres, although 
not a pair, were of a similar tread 
pattern and had sufficient tread to 
be acceptable, but the fronts were 
both worn out and flat.  

     Monty reserves his judgment of the  
                     rusty bonnet 

The bonnet was slightly rustier 
on the side that I could not see 
through the fence and the end 
plate from the pulley wheel was 
very dented and lying on the 
footplate. I had asked the price 
which the dealer said was not 
negotiable as it belonged to a 
friend, but I decided that subject to 
hearing it run I was interested in it. 
When the dealer arrived he was 
sure that it would start, but not just 
then and I would have to return on 
another day. 

I deliberately turned up half an 
hour before the appointment as I 
was sure that they would be 
attempting to get it started and sure 
enough there were four people 
around it ï the dealer, a fitter and 
his mate and a fourth man who I 
had no idea about. Having parked 
some distance away from the 
tractor and after having made 
myself known to them, I sat in the 
car for the next one and a half 
hours while they tried various 
batteries, jump leads, etc, all to no 
avail. A fresh supply of petrol did 
nothing either, obviously the starter 
motor was very ótiredô and would 
need an overhaul.  

Finally they decided to tow the 
tractor and having broken the tow 
chain a couple of times the engine 
burst into life. They were quite a 
distance from me by then and the 
dealer drove it to near the office 
and stopped the engine before I 
could get too close. It had run for 
long enough for me to identify two 
noises that slightly worried me ï A 
high pitched whine which I thought 
was from the dynamo or the starter 
motor and a rattle which appeared 
to be coming from the pulley, which 
on the John Deere houses the 
clutch. I think the dealer was quite 
surprised when I was still 
interested in buying it and I 
managed to negotiate free delivery 
to Hout Bay in the deal. It took 
several weeks for this to happen 
but meanwhile I was able to make 
some enquires about the clutch 
rattle. I was put in touch with the 
acknowledged John Deere expert 
in the area and his comment was 
that it was probably not the clutch, 
but a loose flywheel that was the 
problem ï adding that in which 
case I was in real trouble! 

When the tractor arrived on the 
truck one of the rear tyres was flat, 
but the driver was able to re-inflate 
it as the truck had its own air 
compressor. As the tyre never went 
flat again over the next one and a 
half years I think I was the victim of 
a mild practical joke ï just to 
depress me. The truck had a Hiab 
crane strong enough to lift it off and 
the driver also used it to lower it 
down our drive which slopes 
towards the garage. I was then 
able to push it inside with my 
Freelander. I then removed the 
flywheel cover and sure enough it 
was loose on the crankshaft. This 
problem was with me long after I 
had restored the rest of the tractor, 
largely because some of the 
decisions that I had made were 
wrong ï hence 
the title of this 
article.      P.N. 
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    Piket Veteraan Trekker Klub - Engine Day at 
     Piketberg 22nd August 2009.     

                                      Andy Selfe. 
 
 
 

Pieter Fourie, organiser of this event, summed the history of Engine Collecting in Piketberg in a short speech he 
gave to open the proceedings.  
 
     About 10 years ago, he 
attended an Annual Show of the 
Tractor and (then fledgling) Engine 
Club at the Brandvlei Prison Farm 
near Worcester. There, he met 
Philip Gray-Taylor and me, and 
expressed an interest in buying a 
collectable engine. In the end he 
was given an engine from John 
McGregor, a Wolseley. About then 
he moved from Greyton to 
Koringberg near Piketberg and 
started to instil an interest in 
Engine Collecting among the 
Tractor Enthusiasts. It has been 
an uphill battle, but about three 
years ago, he invited Philip and 
me up to give them some 
encouragement, with a technical 
talk, followed by Questions and 
Answers. This was reported on in 

the September 2006 issue of 
Stationary Engine Magazine. 
Several engines were brought out 
of sheds for the occasion, but all 
along Pieter had the idea of a 
dedicated Engine Day for the 
General Public. 

     Pieter can be congratulated for 
bringing 56 engines together in one 
place, no small achievement for a 

country town! Philip and I were 
asked to judge the engines; a task 
we intensely dislike, so Philip 
suggested giving a prize for the 
Engine Weôd Each Like to Take 
Home! During the day, we thought 
up some more prize categories, 
like Best Restored Engines in One 
Display; Most Enthusiastic Display; 
Most Impressive Display; Most 
Interesting Unrestored Display; 
Best Pair of Interesting Engines; 
and Most Technically Interesting 
Engine. In store for next yearôs 
show, is a prize for the Best Engine 
which was not a Runner Last Year; 
that should encourage them to 
work on those engines which are 
untouched since our last visit!

 
Offloading was slick; weôd hardly stopped before the engines weôd brought 
were whisked off and put down gently with a Michigan front loader! 

 
 
 
But first, the Show had to be 
startedé. with a Bang! Ryk de Wit, 
member of both the West Cape 
Tractor & Engine Club and the 
Cannon Association of South Africa 
obliged, our host Gerick Vercuiel  
has the taper: One is advised not to 

be rude to him in traffic.         

 
 
 
Leaving the óTake Home Enginesô to last, Gordon Riley walked away with the:  

                Best Restored Engines in One Display:  

   
International LA, driving a Pompes         Fairbanks Morse ZD óSaltblockô              Lister B driving a 2ò Seneca Falls 
Fafeur Wine Pump. Behind it is an            engine and 32v generator.       Centrifugal Pump. 
immaculate Air-Cooled Petter AP1.  
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Most Enthusiastic Display:   

 

 
Bertie Smit with his Caterpillar 
D311 
Heôs partly visible below, putting 
load onto the pulley with a tar 

pole!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Impressive Display:              Most Interesting Unrestored Display: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Had to go to the Machine Moving & Engineering lads                   Was easy to decide on, Johnny van Wyk from 
With their pair of Blackstone P engines, a 22 and a 50 HP:             Citrusdal brought a collection of mostly John 
   Yes, Leon was watching the overhead power lines very                Deere engines; two Es and the whole range 
carefully! Unfortunately there was a technical hitch, and                 of LU 2-cylinder (of course!) engines, the LUC 
after running faultlessly at the Annual Show a few weeks               (combine), LUW (Wire-tie) and LUS (Stationary), 
before, the Big One wouldnôt run.                                                        all in various stages of disrepair, the LUC is 

            almost a runner. 

      Best Pair of Interesting Engines:                                         
                                                    Most Technically Interesting Engine: 

      Went to the pair of Bamford ósuitcaseô  
engines: 
These arenôt popular in the Cape; the only  
other I have seen was owned by Yuri in  
Graafwater, not far away. Perhaps there  
was a good distributor in these parts. 

 
 
We gave to Pieter Fourieôs ILO 3-cylinder, 
2-stroke, complete with Scintilla combined 
magneto and distributor, and kick-start.  

 
  
 
 

Engines weôd like to Take Home:   
 
I chose Horst Lauôs Deutz MAH 
diesel. 
 
 
   Philip chose Johnny Verreynneôs 
       Southern Cross Farm Pumper,  
        here photographed at another 
        show. 
 
 
 
 


