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From The Engine Shed.

When we find an old engine lying
out in the bush or in a scrap yard

we would like it to be complete,
unseized, accessible and
obtainable, possibly in that order

but the lack of one or more of those
criteria wonodt st
add it to our collections, will it.
Working on my latest project, an
American engine dating from 1915
has got me thinking about the
second point, can it turn over? If

the engine has been run into the
ground to the point where the rings
are wafer thin, there is a huge
clearance in the mains and big end
and the piston is rattling in the
bore, there isnodt

locking up from standing, is there.
In the case of my engine, just
about every part needed to be
freed off but when it was eventually
stripped there was very little wear,
perhaps evidence of it having seen
little work. The white metal mains
and big end bearings are perfect,
valves and other wearing surfaces
were fine but the bore was scored
and the rings (4 ¥ x ¥a inch) badly
worn. By the looks of it, the engine
was laid up because of magneto
(which was missing when | found it)
trouble or lack of compression after
the unwitting owner had operated it
in a sandstorm without an air
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suppose because nobody bothered
with air cleaners in 1915 (had they
even been invented then?) and
how many days ride by horse was
it to the nearest Bosch service
agent? So if you find an old engine
that is stuck,
might be like new inside.

The economy is a bit tight at the
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is up to us to try and keep it going.
We must still tip the service station
attendant and restaurant waiter or
call out the plumber or chimney
sweep; they too are feeling the
pinch and have families to look
after. What goes around comes
around.

Three great shows coming up, our
own Winter Warm Up on Saturday

11"July, the 6Expo at
or the nicer sounding alternative

6Annual Show of the
Tractor and Engine C

weeks later on the 7" and 8"
August
ddy ef the PileetnVetdraniTractor
and Implement Club on 22"
August Ther eds
turnout of engines at Villiersdorp at
the annual show, this year the
emphasis will be on the Lister
engine, a celebration of 100 years

which show can field the larger
number of Listers. My money is on
the WWU.  Phil.

Phil recently sent me a copy of
the June issue of the Triumph
Owners Club Newsletter where we
get a mention:

The Cape Vintage Engine and
Machinery Society is mentioned on
the front page of the newsletter this
month. Should anyone wish to read
their newsletter, please let me
know and | 611
fascinating publication covering

Tractor Tyre Warning:
| recently bought a pair of Watts
tyres from one of the tyre dealers in
my nearest town for the front
wheels of my tractor. When |
collected them from the dealer |
noticed a 20mm crack in the side
wall of one, but | needed to move
the tractor so | took them anyway
and made a mental note to keep an
eye on the crack to see if it got

basically anything mechanical, with
a strong focus on stationary
engines. Philip Gray-Taylor is the
editor of the newsletter and for
those of you on the last Century
Run, may recall Philip was riding
an unusual Royal Enfield Model S
from the early
seen displaying some of his wares
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stationary engines. The latest

worse. Within a month the single
crack had developed into a series
of LONG cracks around both side
walls. The dealer replaced the tyre
with one of the same make, but
after a short while the second tyre
had to be replaced for the same
reason. This process was repeated
with a third and then the fourth
replacement. By this time | had no
faith in Watts tyres and the

newsletter covers the Century Run
as well as articles on old spanners,
Lister motors, tractors, old
buildings, engines, trainsd even a
combine harvester! Lovely stuff!

To reciprocate the compliment,
the Triumph Owners Club
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extremely professionally produced.
a

deal erds supplier
replace the tyres with another

brand. What to look out for: - the
Watts tyres look plastiky and soft
and when standing on a concrete
floor they pick up the rough pattern
of the concrete and also small

loose stones become embedded in
them. Gordon.

al ways

and gtime foinrl syt

a

d o rof&heir maaufakturea wa et 6ist s e e

h a



Contacts Phil Gray-Taylor ptaylor@worldonline.co.za  Gordon Riley  gkriley@telkomsa.net

Jerry Evans has kindly archived all our previous issues of Cape Vintage Engine as well as Parafinalia which
was produced by Andy Selfe between August 2000 and early 2005. In all Andy produced 28 issues, but
unfortunately editions 5, 6 and 8 are missing. Please  does anyone have a copy of these?

J e rsilink for the newsletter archive is:

<http://www.oldengine.org/members/evans/paraffinalia/index.htm >

And y &empagnes Drift Mill Restoration articles. To keep up to date one can find his (generally weekly)

articles on the Sandstone website:

http://www.sandstone-estates.com/interim/Compagnes_Drift Mill water wheel/index.html
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Buildings - Rheenendal.

The old farm house.

John Mc Gregor.

This farm is called Rheenendal and is situated near Swellendam. The farm
belonged to Dirk Gysbert van Reenen, and was also used for horse and
cattle breeding, but not on such a large scale as at Renosterfontein. This
farm was used mainly for growing
hops which he sold to his brewery
Papenboom in Newlands, Cape
Town (supplying the beer houses
around Cape Town). He was the
only one who was allowed to grow
hops, and was the only one allowed
to sell cattle to the Dutch East India
Company, so one can just imagine
the money he made. In 1806 when
the British took over the Cape he
lost these sole rights. The old outbuildings.

From the last newsletter;

Here is the other half of Renosterfontein.

MANVUFAGCTURER BY

RALISTER & ©G2 L2
PDURSLEY, ENGLAND.
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A Trip to Swellendam to Inspect a Lister Blackstone Powered Generator.

Andy Selfe.

(Continued from the previous newsletter).

Ronnie had arranged for us to
have lunch at Rheenendal
Museum, about 5km out of

Swell endam. It 6s
restaurant by the late Raoul
Beaumont ds br ot he

wife Jean. We know them well from
the time they farmed here in Elgin.
Before | forget to mention it, we

had a delicious meal there, and lots
of ité. No coming

hungry!
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Viewed from behind the wheel
looking towards the service road
and the main road
noticeable to passing traffic! The
wheel is intact, but needs attention,
in the form of new buckets. These
are so similar to those | made for
Compagnes Drift that | have
brought a sample home to see if |
can use my patent press tool to
make them also! The wheel is a
later addition; Roger has
photographs on the back of the
menu of a larger wooden wheel.
There are holes in the wall showing
where the launder supports would
have been.

article

Andy 6s

There is a sluice at the top to
allow the water past in the cement
furrow to the right, otherwise all
rwater coenas ower the launder:

The launder is made of lipped
rpresRanl gteet chaaneldabduti2s
metres long, reaching back to the
6l eiwater o6, an irri

Portable Com-mills in
South Africa

the local distribution network.
Inside is interesting! The pit wheel
f rom

a wa t her e

James Wadson

In contrast, a Portable mill
comes as a complete kit of parts to
be assembled like Meccano, is free
standing, and can be driven by any
power source; tractor, stationary
engine, electric motor or water
wheel as in this case, normally
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is cast iron and bevelled Driven
by that is a bevelled pinion on a
horizontal shaft, held in bearings. through a flat belt pulley. Our
Next to the pinion on the shaftis a Gutmann of 1916 and the earlier
lapge spy gegr, withoyt g jgb apde  yStamford are examples of this type.
beyond that a flat belt pulley: The name has nothing to do

In line with the pulley is another  with being able to carry it! James
on a line shaft under the stairs Walton wrote a small book on the
going up to the stones floor. The subject.
Mill itself is a 6P uthevievlstaleisenjeymgp p
on a heavy steel angle framework. from the upper stable door is

| need to explain the word impressive, over the road and the
6Portabl ed her e, angadgwe lmepohdeAbaové theednor
ask. A mill mechanism which is are two beams for the lifting
built-in to the fabric of the building, apparatus for grain sacks and at sill
standing on 6hur s tlevehtgosmre stick ouit, passibly
wooden beams and integral with for a platform.
the building, is c altwasadnos intéradsting dayl v
mi | | Vitruvius didn SNl t h
mechanism; he described and drew it in
one of the 14 books he wrote on
architecture about 70BC. The books
have survived and 1400 years were to
pass before any other treatise on
architecture can be traced! He described
a water wheel on an axle connected to a
pit wheel, driving a pinion, in turn driving
a runner stone over a bed-stone. He has
been getting the the credit for the design
ever since! He was later to achieve
fame when da Vinci drew him in the
6al togethero6, framed
circle, but he was long dead by then!

H ahe origirakcan be deen ort thee IS@ndstone website:

http://www.sandstonestates.com/interim/Compagnes Drift Mill water wheel/index.html




The Lister Rally (Blenheim, New Zealand).

Well the Lister Rally is all over
now and what a great event it
turned out to be, just shows
what can be achieved when two
clubéds
such an event, everything went off
without a hitch.

We had Listeros
north as Te Puke and as far south
as South Canterbury; in total there
were 99 Listeros

models, and sizes and all bar a
few were restored and running.

£
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Southwell engine-sold by Listers pre-1909.

Some of the more unusual exhibits

were an old fuel tanker with a Lister

to drive the pump, a Lister powered
digger, Lister powered log splitter,
la &ister powered small dump truck,
a large 3 cylinder Lister generating
plant that is still in regular use on a
flarm amd a kister shemning plant.
The oldest Lister engine

there was made in 1910.This may
avéll bad récorafor the greatest
number of Lister engines at one

Rod Clarke.

event, it would be great to find out
if this was the case.

Other engines that were there
included a large Reid horizontal
open crank just recently imported
from America, a Southwell engine
that was sold by Lister before they
started to make their own engines,
a Horstman car engine that had
some tie up with
large hot air engine. In total there
were 115 engines on display.
Rod.

Lister engines.

Rod Clarke contacted us recently and has already made this very welcome contribution to our newsletter. He
hails from Blenheim in New Zealand and is a member of two clubs in Blenheim. He is the newsletter editor for
one; the Tua Marina Vintage Traction & Machinery Club.

The Lister Rally was held to celebrate 100 years since Lister made their first engine. G.



Play-day at Villiersdorp Tractor and Engine Museum 20" June 2009. Andy Selfe.

It was advertised as an Engine Day, but it turned out differently. However,
a real fun day it was, for both Members and Visitors!

However, before any playing
was done, there was a job to
doé. When we f
big Crossley,wec ou |l dn §
the key for the pulley
amongst the parts. | had
measured up and had some
key steel cut at the time, and
the key had been lying on
the back of my service van
for about a year! Today was
the day to fit it, involving
loosening off the pulley halves. Done!

We towed the Electric Light Machine out, oiled her up and added water,

by hand! Everybody seemed to help, carrying water on in cans. Eniel

watched our efforts to add water by can to the big tank for the Crossley,

then he told us there was a hose on the other side of the building! Just as

wedd added the | ast can, hauled up or

The view from the tower.

Once the Electric Light Machine was running, we oiled up the Crossley,
started Denis6 I nternational u4,
the Big Beast. She ran all day without missing a beat! We did just try to
pump up some pressure into the air receiver, but the leak-past on the
valve is just too much. Thomas has offered to do some remedial work
there.

Meanwhile, the Trekkermanne were tackling their planned job: to get the

old Chev School Bus running properly. It was last seen in public at the

National Show about four years ago, where it had misbehaved. It was

towed to the Museum and the Team got stuck in:

Lots of advice! Del port in the dungar
agents, and both Hilton and Harvey on the right had come along for the

day in their old Chevs. Fuel starvation problems come in all shapes and

sizes:

With carb and lift pump cleaned out and the petrol suction pipe in a
plastic can, she was better, but still not right, until the Team found that
the distributor was loose! Timed and tightened, things ran a lot better, so
havingfirstc hecked that the 6Bl oubaadj.i
roadblock, off we all went!

First stop, the petrol station, to find the driver of the car in front wearing a
hat with a Chev badge! We persuaded him to pose in front of the bus,
built many years before he was born!




We decided that we

Needed at least another
running engine on an
Engine Day, so we went on
to Jakob6s homg
his Ruston & Hornsby PB,
which we bundled into the

back of the bus.

Back into the Main Road, Eniel at the controls.

Jako had the PB running,
as only a PB can, with
one turn of the handle:

The Rust family also brought two working scale models of horizontal open crank
engines, not much bigger than shoe-box in size, beautifully executed as projects
at a Technicon.

Ronnie Crowther came all the way from
Swellendam with a Homelite self-priming pump

set with inverted cylinder. Ex WW2, it was found
on the farm he bought from a Brigadier, so it is
probably Military Surplus.

This is going to the next young enthusiast as a
starter pr oj e-ull of spards éorite 6
too!

Anybody need a coil, cylinder, crankshaft or con-
rod?

Another surprise was Jamie Klem who
brought along his Petter S for a bit of
advice. He doesndt we
more than clean it and get it running, and
to connect it to the grain mill which it
always drove:

At 12 HP, thatdéds not

At the other end of the
scale, Louis and Gavin
brought a moped engine,
made in Germany in 1956.
Behind it is a Villiers
Midget.




Having mentioned Harvey

and Hiltonbés ol
there were a couple of other
stunners'Her e i s oom
Overland:

The Pontiac Parisienne in

the background belonged

to the | it-tle gi
grandfather!

Eni el 6s i Unimagc
always turns a head!

6Engine Dayd orumot, we al/l had f

Gerald Buitendach & S e gpnjime Day 2" May 20089. John Menasce.

The weather was threatening to rain for most of the week but Saturday dawned clear and sunny and the area
under the pin oaks and pine trees at RSME was as inviting as ever.

Despite there being engine shows for two Saturdays pr
more visitors. The RSMEIlive st eam section pulled in the children bu
curiosity and wander across to where our exhibits puffed and chuffed away, especially as they had to ride the
train with their junior charges right past us first!

Somet hi ngs just dondt change across the generations as

Koos Kriel with oil can David Menasce with oil can and the 1920s? Standard Motor Plough.
and his Lister A. RSME Ruston Hornsby ex Wits University .
Some fine adjustments on a JP2. Post war contemporaries, I't doesndt have to be bic
British [Lister LD1] 1956 left and Various engine models- and
American [Wisconsin AEHO] 1948 right. they all work beautifully.

| get sent all the latest findings etc from the Gray Engine website.
Someone just finds an engine this original! - amazing. Arthur Wilding.
Franschoek.



