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Newsletter of the Cape Vintage Engine and Machinery Society.                      Number 13.   May 2009. 
 

 

 
Winter has hit the Cape and that 

means itôs óWinter Warm Upô time 
again, our 11

th
. We will be holding it 

on Saturday 11
th
 July at Arthurôs 

farm óTradewindsô as usual and the 
village of Franschhoek will be 
holding their óBastille Dayô 

celebrations on the same day to 
benefit from our overflow of visitors 
I suspect. I was looking at the 
Franschhoek Tourism website the 
other day. ñHighlights of the Bastille 
Festival include an engine and 
machinery display at local eccentric 
Arthur Wildingôs farm óTradewindsô, 
Food & Wine Marquee, a French 
Film Festival, the Chefôs & Waiters 
Race, Pêtanque, the Barrel Rolling 
competition and lots more!ò There 
you have it, if you still have the 
energy for a bit of ñHanky 
P°tanqueò after our show, youôll 
find it nearby.  

It will be an ideal opportunity to 
celebrate the 100

th
 year of Lister 

engine manufacture at the Winter 

Warm Up, I know Iôll make the 
effort to bring a couple, but it isnôt a 
pre requisite, bring anything, 
running or not or just bring yourself. 
As in previous years, rain or shine, 
we always have a great time and 
itôs not just for Cape Vintage 
Engine and Machinery Society 
members, if you belong to any 
other car, bike, tractor or 
likeminded preservation club or if 
you just like old machinery, come 
along, tell your mates, all welcome, 
no entry fee. We always have a 
braai fire going and a kettle for tea 
or coffee so no one will go hungry 
or thirsty. Looking forward to 
seeing you. Phil.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Thanks again to everyone who 

has contributed, especially Andy, 
Peter Noble, Ron Wiley and John 
McGregor and also to everyone 
who has contributed to the óInboxô 
and John and David Menasce for 
their pictures. If I have omitted 
anyone please let me known so 
that my computer can be 
reprimanded. 

Ron Wiley has sent us a very 
interesting article about the 
Australian 12

th
 National Historical 

Machinery Association bi-annual 
rally which was held at Murray 

Bridge (South Australia) recently. 
He also kindly sent me a copy of 
the official rally brochure.  
The brochure is a book consisting 
of 72 pages wherein every entry 
and details thereof are shown, i.e. 
Entry number, Brand, Description, 
HP, Exhibitor, and Club. 
Interestingly under the heading 
Exhibitor, husband and wife teams 
are noted. Is this because 
Australian wives are actively 
involved in the hobby or is it 
because they keep the home fires 
burning whilst the guys are buried 

in the workshop? The quantity and 
range of entries is mind boggling 
and I would love to have been 
there. Maybe the next rally? 

Pictures: it would be 
appreciated if pictures sent to us 
could be sent in JPEG format if 
possible. I have recently received 
pictures in various weird formats 
and have had problems 
downloading and opening them. If 
you canôt, then send them anyway 
and we will do our best.  Gordon. 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

     Phil Gray-Taylor ptaylor@worldonline.co.za      Gordon Riley     gkriley@telkomsa.net 
 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 
Jerry Evans has kindly archived all our previous issues of Cape Vintage Engine as well as Parafinalia which 
was produced by Andy Selfe between August 2000 and early 2005. In all Andy produced 28 issues, but 
unfortunately editions 5, 6 and 8 are missing. Please  does anyone have a copy of these? 

Jerryôs link for the newsletter archive is: 

<http://www.oldengine.org/members/evans/paraffinalia/index.htm > 
 
Andyôs Compagnes Drift Mill Restoration articles. To keep up to date one can find his (generally weekly) 
articles on the Sandstone website: 
 http://www.sandstone-estates.com/interim/Compagnes_Drift_Mill_water_wheel/index.html 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

From The Engine Shed. 
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 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- 
 
A Trip to Swellendam to Inspect a Lister Blackstone Powered Generator.            Andy Selfe. 
 
The purpose of todayôs trip to Swellendam was to inspect a Lister 
Blackstone-powered generator which is set up as a stand-by plant at a 
sawmill on Grootvadersbos beyond Buffeljags River and Zuurbraak, 
quite a distance inland, on the way to Heidelberg. Ronnie Crowther and 
I had arranged to have the engine started for us by Nick Selley and to 
meet the owner, Alex Anderson. In case you think the name is in 
Khoisan, think again! Itôs an acronym for all the first names in Alexôs 
family! 
 

 
 

 
The engine is in running condition and we hope that if it becomes available for preservation, Alex will join us in 
the Villiersdorp Club, and we can help him bring it to our Museum and set it up there as an interesting exhibit and 
stand-by plant at the same time, but that, like our arrangement with everything else in the museum, it would 
remain his property. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
                             The Crossley engine we saved from 
                                Standard Roller Mills and restored and 
                                                   installed as a Club Project. 

             A view of our museum. 
      More about Andyôs trip in the next newsletter.   G. 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                 
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The 12
th

 Australian National Rally.                                                               Ron Wiley. 
 
The 11

th
 National Rally was 

held at Biloela, Queensland on the 
20

th
, 21

st
 & 22

nd
 of July 2007, five 

local South Australian clubs won 
the bid to run the 12

th
 National 

Rally at the National Historical 
Machinery Association AGM. The 
Fleurieu Antique Rural Machinery 
Society (FARMS) of which I am a 
member is one of those clubs, the 
site by the River Murray at Murray 
Bridge about 100 km east of 
Adelaide was perfect and compact. 

It was an interest exercise 
setting up such a large rally and 
something most us will not be 
involved with again. The national 
rally is held in a different state or 
territory every two years, sooner or 
later the governing body the 
National Historical Machinery 
Association will have to look at how 
these rallies are setup and run 

because of the growth in this 
interest in old machinery. 

The rally was held on the 
3

rd
, 4

th
 & 5

th
 of April 2009, there 

were over 700 engines over 200 
tractors, around 100 cars, 20 
traction engines (that mainly came 
from Victoria) and many sundry 
items connected with rural life and 
farming were on display. 
           There were some paddle 
steamers but the low river due to 
the ongoing drought meant that 
many were unable to come down 
river. So much to see and do, also 
a time to catch up with old friends 
and make new ones. Inevitably if I 
went walk about someone would 
come looking for me, my friend 
Harward would say that I would be 
back later on, so he said I should 
now be called ñLateronò 

There was a dinner for 
entrants on the Saturday night that 
was attended by over 600 people. 
The main thing was that everyone I 
spoke to had a good time and said 
the rally was well organized. We 
had 15,000 plus people who paid 
to come through the gates over the 
three days so it looks as if it will be 
a financial success as well. 

Finally at the NHMA AGM 
held on the Friday night delegates 
from affiliated clubs voted that the 
next National Rally in 2011 will be 
held  just south of Mandurah about 
100km south of Perth the Western 
Australian Capital. When more 
details are available I will send this 
information Gordon and Phil, 
maybe some of you from South 
Africa would like to come?  

 
This sight that greeted me each morning    Hoppy Pop and behind him a 1920 269cc    A traction engine driving a saw bench that  
 as I set up my engine for the day.              Villiers Mk.III with water-cooled cylinder.   demonstrated how logs were cut into planks. 

                         
A 1919 20hp Ronaldson Tippet made at                     A row of early Ronnieôs.                          The sign on the water tank says it all 
Ballaarat, the company made stationary              about this engine. 
 engines from 1904 to 1971. 

      
       1910 Williams two-stroke engine                   1930 Perry petrol/kero engine built in         

    A 1908 Campbell gas engine.                         built in Adelaide.                                         Adelaide by Perry Engineering.   
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A Blackstone oil engine built in 1919           A 4hp 1908 Capel type LCV oil engine.                      The blacksmiths shop. 
        by Clutterbuckôs in Adelaide. 

     
The paddle steamer Flender Hemmel.             The paddle steamer Marion that took           Moline tractor followed by a tow motor  

                   visitors for trips up stream.                                in the grand parade. 
                 

 
A nice little model traction engine.                      Some of the Chamberlain tractors                The local bus. 

            in the grand parade. 

 
Some of the small wooden boats                     Just peddle away and excuses are  
               on display.              generated on the display at the top. 

            
 
 

 

 
                                                                            
 
                                                                           Practical exercise machine used 

                                                                                                         for cutting logs. 
 

1911 2 cylinder Renault Runabout & 1910 Renault AX Cabriolet. 

 
 

         The sign on the water tank (pic 6)?   Unknown Oil Engine 1893, 116 years old! 
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The Century Run.                             Phil Gray-Taylor. 
 
Organised by the Triumph 
Motorcycle Owners Club and Cape 
Vintage Motorcycle Club, the run is 
for riders and their machines with a 
combined age of at least 100 
years. This year it was held on 
Sunday 29

th
 March, starting at 

Century City and ending at the 
Multi Motor Club in Parow. I was 
persuaded by Bruce Kirby of the 
TMOC to take part and my Son 

Ryan came along for the ride on 
our BSA B40. I was riding our 
Royal Enfield, a 1954 model, so I 
just made the 100 year certificate. 
Mind you, between me, Ryan and 
the two bikes we have a combined 
age of 160! There must have been 
close to sixty bikes parked up at 
the start and by 10 a.m. we were 
off. There were three distances to 
choose from, 19, 34 and 86km. We 

had opted for the 34km run which 
took us around the Durbanville Hills 
area. The run is open to anyone 
with an old bike and if you make 
the 100 years, you qualify for a 
certificate. We had a great run and 
will be there again next year. Now 
if I can find a bike from 1928, Ryan 
will also get a certificate!

      
    Our bikes, 1962 BSA B40 and                      Parked up before the run.                  Royal Enfield V-twin with sidecar. 
      1954 Royal Enfield model S. 
 

      
Norton twin cylinder.  

 
  
 
 
              Only two bikes did the 19km,  
                 Douglas in the background  
                 and this very nice Vincent  
                             engined push bike. 

 
 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

And with an almighty crack  it came loose!  

[The inlet valve cage, not the door frame!] 

                                                                                
  Phil using his               
   delicate touch.       

 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                          
                                              Some progress on my Tractor. G. 

 
                                                           
 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


